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INTERNATIONAL MEDIATION COMPETITION 2021 (IMC-V-2021): PRELIMS 1 

Mathew v. Joanne, A case of custody 

 

Mathew Jacob is a workaholic advertising executive who resides in Mumbai with his 

wife Joanne, a NIFT graduate now a homemaker, and their three-year-old son Kenny. 

One day when Mathew comes home after office, he finds that his wife Joanna is leaving 

him and Kenny. Despite him trying so hard to stop her, she moves out, leaving the father 

and son alone. Mathew and Kenny initially resent one another as Mathew no longer had 

time to take proper care of Kenny because of his increased workload, and Kenny misses 

his mother's love and attention. Eventually, Mathew gets fired because of his conflicting 

parental responsibilities, forcing him to take a lower-paying job. After months of unrest, 

Mathew and Kenny learn to cope and gradually bond as father and son. 

Fifteen months after she walked out, Joanna returns to Mumbai, but Mathew no longer 

wants her back in his and Kenny's life. Joanne, however, claims Kenny and to take his 

custody. Joanne now has a well-paid job better than Mathew and has a salary of 

1,50,000 INR per month, whereas Mathew earns only INR 30,000 per month. Also, 

Joanna had rented out a better apartment than Mathew's in Mumbai.  

Mathew and Kenny are now very much attached to each other, and Kenny is very much 

happy with his father. He now doesn't want to move out with his mother. A conflict of 

interest has arisen between the parties. If this case is brought to court, it would definitely 

lead to the character assassination of both husband and wife. Also, it would also affect 

the little Kenny. Hence a mediation to amicably settle the dispute is suggested. 

 


